32                       INTBODUCTORY  ESSAY.

spirit; a type of how good work of any kind should
be done. He studied Greek when few studied it, and
when much that is now familiar to schoolboys was
unknown to scholars, yet he read with all the exact-
ness he could command as well as in the large fashion
of a man of letters. He wrote with accents, generally,
I believe, rightly placed; though in this respect his
editors have declined to copy him. His notes, de-
signed for his own use, have been frequently quoted
by the late Master of Trinity; they prove very ex-
tensive reading and comparison of authorities; we
may infer that in the absence of adequate aids he
was often guided to the meaning more by the context
than by verbal scholarship. To history he brought
the modern spirit of research, which, like the cu-
riosity of Herodotus and .Froissart, is a kind of
guarantee of impartiality, and virtually leaves to the
secure judgment of the world the task of pronouncing
sentence. His critical opinions are safe, because they
are not controversial nor addressed to a public, but
the outcome of impressions gathered at leisure by a
mind at once comprehensive and exact. We are no
losers by the circumstance that they were communi-
cated only to his friends, for next in sincerity to the
good criticism, which may be found in some poetry, is
that which we can extract from private letters1.

i Gray's friends caught something of his power of pointed
expression.     Mason has not received many compliments ofIs this the man ? In any case .we
